
 

  Advanced Elements Air Traveler 2 
The first outings  

  
Ini tial Sea Trials 
Salcombe  
After a long and very helpful 
discussion with Nick at 
Advanced Elements I took 
delivery of My Airtraveller 2, 
it arrived promptly and on 
Friday I spent some time 
inflating, deflating and 
experimenting with the drop 
stitched floor and backbone. 
The boat is supplied with a 
foam floor which I decided 
was not well suited for our 
two small children.  

On Saturday the forecast 
looked good. My wife was 
working so I decided to take 
the boat, along with 
Annabelle (aged 3) and 
Monty (aged 6) to North 
Sand Beach near Salcombe. 
We cooked bacon 
sandwiches in the car park to 
fuel the adventure before 
launching and heading to a 
beach a short paddle away 
where the children could 
play, we then headed up the 
estuary, there was a light 
breeze from the north and an 
ebbing tide.  

The boat was set up for two 
with the drop stich floor (no 
backbone) it performed well, 
we made headway against 
the tide with one and half 
paddlers. An enjoyable day 
out was had by all and a 
great first trip.  

The Isles of Scilly (IOS) 
We traveled to the IOS for the October half 
term, an early start from Devon to get to 
Penzance for 0800 where we unloaded our 
numerous bags, including the Air Traveler 2, on 
to the quay. The journey on the Scillonian was 
calm, with beautiful views of the Cornish coast 
along with numerous wildlife sightings including 
porpoise and dolphin. We arrived to find the 
Scillys basked in sunshine with light winds. The 
second day provided a perfect opportunity for 
my first solo trip.   

I headed out between St Martins and Tresco, 
towards Round Island on the far North of the 
archipelago where there was a very light 
Atlantic swell, I soon had to strip of layers as I 
began to overheat. After taking a look at 
Round Island and its light house I headed east 
playing in some small breaking surf before 
paddling to St Martins for my coffee. Sitting on 
the beach (top image) I reflected on how well 
the boat paddled; it tracked well with a good 
glide. While the wind was light and sea state 
pretty flat I felt very secure in the boat and my 
confidence was growing. Looking at my GPS 
track I averaged 4-5kph while paddling, seems 
comparable to my other sit on top boats.  

Realizing the time, I headed back to meet the 
family, an afternoon on the beach and the boat 
converted to a double. (image left). Really 
impressed with every aspect of this versatile 
boat. More adventures and some video to 
follow.  
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Setup – I configured the boat with the back 
bone and the drop stich floor (not recommend 
by AE) at first this was a bit fiddley but with the 
correct technique seemed to work well. I 
inflated the floor to just 3psi and then added air 
to the boat chambers to about 2.5psi. I then 
checked the boat skin for any strain points.  

 


